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of the Lion's forces fied into the desert, where they were
pursued, and, after their strong places had been captured, finally
brought to action and dispersed after a mere show of resistance.
By the end of June 1843 the operations were at an end ; Sind
was annexed to the British dominions, and Napier's able and
upright paternal government soon reconciled the Baluchis to
the loss of their independence:
Whatever may be thought of the policy which led to the
conquest of the country — few, except Sir Charles Napier's
brother William, have even attempted to defend it—the actual
campaign was one of the most workmanlike and brilliant in our
records, and its conception and execution by the British
commander worthy of the high praise bestowed on it by all
good judges. Napier's fame as a General, which deservedly
stands high, may well be left to rest on this little masterpiece of
war ; and his title to grateful memory among all Englishmen
on the fact that he was the first to mention in his public
despatches the names of humble private soldiers who had
distinguished themselves in action under his command.
III. the sikh wars, 1845-1849
The time was now at hand when the British power in India
was to encounter its last and most powerful antagonist. The
Sikh state of the Punjab, founded on a religious basis among
the Hindu population of the territory between the Indus and
the Sutlej as long ago as the fifteenth century, had recently
been consolidated and brought to a high state of efficiency
under the enlightened and far-seeing rule of Ranjit Singh.
Despite various disagreements with the British, this chief,
who feared their strength and foresaw that in the future " all
would become red ", desired to postpone the inevitable clash
between them, and pursuing a settled policy of conciliation,
succeeded in keeping the peace until his death in 1839.- His
alarm, but not his foreboding, was shared by his subjects and
his successors in power, and indeed the efficiency of the army
of the Khalsa—the saved or elect who held the tenets of the
Sikh faith—was such that it might hope for success even in an
encounter with the foes who had proved irresistible to all other
Indian troops. Recruited from a fine fighting stock, well
equipped, especially in the artillery arm, and disciplined by
French officers who had learnt their trade under Napoleon,
it was, as its achievements in the field,were to prove, a fighting
machine of a high order, and burned with zeal to measure itself
against the only adversary worthy of its steel. In the period of
anarchy that followed Ranjit Singh's death, it soon imposed its

